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tyrants*. Those who escaped death, were proclaimed traitors and rewards
were offered for their heads. He created a terrrible atmosphere in the Sarkars
by constructing Kulla - Minors ( pyramidal structures) with the heads of all
adherents of the rebelling Zamindars, en the lines of Nadir Shah, which were
hitherto unknown in the Deccan. He appointed temporary managers in the
Zanundaries replacing the Zamindars who revolted against the Nizam.13
3. RESTORATION OF ORDER IN THE ZAMINDARIES
The local Kaifiyats, ballads and estate records do not speak of the
oppressive rule of the Zamindars. However, the absence of the strong centre
had resulted m a scramble for power among the local Rajahs. Rustum Khan's
cruel treatment of the refractory Zamindars was not due to their maladmin-
istration, but, only to bring them under his control and to deter the other
Zamindars from contemplating revolt. The Zamindars had to clear their
feudal dues which had fallen in arrears since many years. So, the Zamindars
wanted to check the entry of Rustum Khan.
In 1734, Kaladindi Rama Razu, the Zamindar of Mogiliturru, joined
Rao Subbanna, Zamindar of Nuzividu, and fought Rustum Khan to prevent
Khan from establishing himself at Rajahmundry.14 These two Zamindars
ware said to have fought Rustum Khan more than once at Ellore.15
But, their bid was unsuccessful and they fled with bag and baggage to
Peddapuram where Ram Rangamma, widow of Vatsavayi Jagapathi Razu,
gave them shelter* Rani Rangamma was the regent of her minor son, Timma
Raju (1714 to 1734).lfi
In the song of Rayaparaju, a local ballad, it is stated that Rustum Khan
and his son were employed in the Peddapuram Samasthanam and left it for
better opportunities and joined Nawab.Anwaruddin."17
Rani Rangamma encouraged her son Thimmaraju and Rao Vcnkata
Krishna Rayaningar, the Zaraindar of Pittapuram, to check the progress of
Rustum Khan and see that he should not cross nver Godavari and settle in
Rajahmundry. Rustum Khan defeated these Zaraindars more than once and
Venkata Krishna Rao, RaoBuchanna, RamaRaju and Subbannafled to
13  James Grant :Op.ciL, p. 223.
14  Medeenae's Kaifiyads : Mogiliturru, Nuzividu & Peddapuram.
15  VJt Jagapathi Verma: Peddapur Charitramu, p 70
16  Ibid.
17  R.SiibbaRao:Op.ciL